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House of Representatives

The House met at 10:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Ms. GIFFORDS).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

Washington, DC, March 6, 2007.

I hereby appoint the Honorable GABRIELLE
GIFFORDS to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———————

MORNING HOUR DEBATES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 4, 2007, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning hour debates. The Chair will
alternate recognition between the par-
ties, with each party limited to not to
exceed 30 minutes, and each Member,
except the majority leader, the minor-
ity leader, or the minority whip, lim-
ited to not to exceed 5 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) for 5
minutes.

—————

WE MUST TAKE CARE OF OUR
VETERANS

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Madam Speaker,
historically, the month of March has
been a time when we greet representa-
tives of our Nation’s veterans who
come to Capitol Hill to advocate on be-
half of their fellow veterans. This year,
however, it is hard not to feel a sense
of shame as we see the veterans spread-
ing out over Capitol Hill again car-
rying their message. Sadly, as has been
shown in our hearings and on the front
pages of our papers around the country
in countless news accounts, Congress

has done a poor job of listening to their
needs in the past, and we are seeing
more than ever the need to address
those concerns directly.

I haven’t supported the reckless
treatment of our veterans. I have sup-
ported our Democratic efforts when we
were in the minority, fighting for ap-
propriate funding and equipment. But
we can only go so far with an adminis-
tration that has been focused on its
own version of reality and its own pri-
orities very much at variance with our
veterans, and that have been enabled
for the last 6 years by a Republican
leadership with their own sense of pri-
orities.

We have seen and heard from our vet-
erans about the long waits, the red
tape. It is not, however, the fault of
some faceless bureaucracy as implied
by Vice President CHENEY yesterday,
because there are countless dedicated
men and women who still provide good
care for most of our veterans and who
want to do better. It is an administra-
tion and its policies and the people
that they have put in charge that must
change. And, of course, it is the war in
Iraq, itself.

It is not just a question of money. We
have given plenty of money to this ad-
ministration, more in fact than they
have asked for. We are spending more
on our military and veterans than the
entire rest of the world combined. But
because of the mismanagement, we
have been giving too much to the
wrong people to do the wrong things,
dealing with the wrong priorities.

I just left a budget hearing. We are
still looking at an administration that
wants to lavish billions on missile de-
fense and Cold War era weapons, while
having proposals that would cut pro-
grams for traumatic brain injury and,
according to the Congressional Budget
Office, underfund our veterans’ needs
by some $3.4 billion over the next 5
years.

We are dealing with an administra-
tion that has put political operatives

in sensitive positions. The head of the
Veterans Administration, for example,
is a former head of the Republican
Party who was surprised about the
budget problems, whose administration
forgot about the thousands of return-
ing veterans that were going to need
more services, who was baffled by the
security lapses in the veterans’ files on
VA computers.

This last week, I hope the tide is
turning. I hope that finally the spot-
light that has been focused on ampli-
fying the concerns that a number of us
have heard and have talked about in
the past, will make a case that will not
be possible for this administration to
ignore any longer.

Mr. Vice President, it’s not just the
Federal bureaucracy. It’s your bu-
reaucracy after 6 years. It’s your budg-
ets, your priorities, your leaders who
are failing.

I am confident that this Congress
will be able to turn the tide so next
year, when our veterans’ representa-
tives are here on Capitol Hill, we are
not going to feel guilty; that we will be
able to look our young men and women
who are in the service today and the
people who are recovering from their
service overseas in the eye, knowing
that we, this Congress, the administra-
tion and the American people have
done all we could for them.

———
FIRST COOLING, NOW WARMING

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 4, 2007, the gentleman from Florida
(Mr. STEARNS) is recognized during
morning hour debates for 5 minutes.

Mr. STEARNS. Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

My colleagues, here is a quote from a
Newsweek article: ‘““There are ominous
signs that the Earth’s weather patterns
have begun to change dramatically,
and that these changes may portend a
drastic decline in food production, with
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serious political implications for about
every nation on Earth. The drop in
food output could begin quite soon,
perhaps only 10 years from now.”’

My colleagues, Newsweek published
this dire warning in its April 28, 1975
issue, years before global warming
began getting the headlines it does
today.

Did Newsweek accurately forecast
the coming of global warming more
than 30 years ago? No. The article enti-
tled ‘““The Cooling World” warned that
the Earth’s climate seemed to be cool-
ing to the point that populations
around the world are in imminent dan-
ger because of the coming ice age.

Newsweek was not the only publica-
tion to warn about the supposed threat
of global cooling during the 1970s. In an
article entitled ‘‘Another Ice Age?’’ the
June 24, 1974 issue of Time reported:
“When meteorologists take an average
temperature around the globe, they
find that the atmosphere has been
growing gradually cooler for the past
three decades.” And Time’s article did
not predict a break in this decade-long
cooling trend.

The article continued to warn that
“‘telltale signs were everywhere, from
the unexpected persistence and thick-
ness of packed ice in the waters around
Iceland to the southward migration of
warm-loving creatures like the arma-
dillo from the Midwest.”

Fortune magazine also gave warning.
A February 1974 article entitled ‘‘Omi-
nous Changes in the World’s Weather”’
claimed that ‘‘there is a fair agreement
among researchers that the earth is
now heading very slowly into another
major ice age, such as the one that
brought the glaciers deep into North
America before it retreated some 10,000
years ago.”’

This article also pointed to the sup-
posedly unusual weather patterns of
the day as indication of much worse
weather to come: ‘‘Climatologists now
blame those recurring droughts and
floods on a global cooling trend. It
could bring massive tragedies for man-
kind.”

These days, of course, we no longer
hear much, if anything, about the pos-
sibility of runaway global cooling trig-
gering another ice age. Instead, we
hear a lot about the threat of cata-
strophic global warming. Now, what
happened? Well, the temperature trend
changed. After dropping for about 35
years, the temperature started to rise
in the mid seventies, although the
global temperature now is only slightly
higher than it was in the 1940s when
the cooling trend began.

Over the centuries and millennia, the
weather has changed, at times radi-
cally. During the 10th century, the Vi-
kings established prosperous colonies
in Greenland, having named the island
for its lush pastures. By the early 15th
century, however, these were wiped out
by cold and hunger, and now four-fifths
of Greenland lies buried under hun-
dreds of feet of ice cap. No one blamed
human activity for this climate shift
or the ice age.
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But in the seventies, some experts ar-
gued that human impact on the envi-
ronment had grown to the point where
their atmospheric pollutants were con-
tributing significantly to global cool-
ing, just as some experts argue that
CO, and other greenhouse gas emis-
sions are causing global warming
today.

Climatologists suggested that dust
and other particles released into the
atmosphere as a result of farming and
the burning of fossil fuels were block-
ing more and more sunlight from
reaching and heating the surface of the
Earth. They projected that man’s po-
tential to pollute would increase six- to
eightfold over the next 50 years. And as
Reid Bryson stated in Fortune in Feb-
ruary 1974, ‘It is something that, if it
continues, will affect the whole human
occupation of the Earth, like a billion
people starving.”

Another of the concerned scientists
was Dr. Stephen Schneider, the co-au-
thor of the Science report, who in the
seventies was worried about the threat
of global cooling. Now at Stanford Uni-
versity, Dr. Schneider not only sees
things differently but is considered one
of the leading experts now sounding
the alarm about global warming. In a
recent MSNBC report, Dr. Schneider
argued that today’s warming trend
‘“‘has been induced by humans using the
atmosphere as a free place to dump our
tailpipe waste.”” However, not everyone
sounded the alarm about global cooling
in the seventies, just like not everyone
is sounding the alarm about global
warming today.

Madam Speaker, the fact that so
many experts were wrong about global
cooling in the seventies does not nec-
essarily mean that they are wrong
about global warming today, but it
does at least show that experts are

sometimes incredibly, incredibly
wrong.
—————
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 43
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until noon.

O 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Ms. WOOLSEY) at noon.

———

PRAYER

The Reverend Stan Gruneich, Na-
tional Chaplain, The American Legion,
offered the following prayer:

Holy God, our help in ages past,
present and future. In this place of his-
tory and memory, we remember with
gratitude that You have blessed our
Nation with this great land as our her-
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itage for this space in time. Grant that
in humility we all may live worthy of
that trust.

Bless this legislative body with clear
vision, deep insight and courage to
seek and do what is right. In Your gra-
cious mercy, Lord, may each strive to
see the best in everyone else. It is then
that we can discern what is best for all
here and in the world around us.

We pray for the men and women of
our military services. Sustain them
and their families during difficult
times. Give Your comfort to the
wounded in body or mind. Grant eter-
nal rest to those who died in the line of
duty.

Lord, hear our prayer. Amen.

————
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

————
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentlewoman from South Dakota (Ms.
HERSETH) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Ms. HERSETH led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

WELCOMING REVEREND STAN
GRUNEICH

(Ms. HERSETH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. HERSETH. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to recognize Reverend Stan
Gruneich, National Chaplain of the
American Legion, as guest chaplain of
the House of Representatives.

On behalf of the entire House, thank
you, Reverend, for your prayer, for
serving as guest chaplain, for your
military service to this country, and
for your service to the American Le-
gion as national chaplain. We are hon-
ored to have you here today.

Reverend Gruneich was appointed
National Chaplain of the American Le-
gion on August 30, 2006. A U.S. Army
Vietnam-era veteran, he received his
bachelor of arts degree and his mas-
ter’s in divinity from the University of
Sioux Falls in Sioux Falls, South Da-
kota.

He is a member of the Kelly-Porter
Post 70 in Flandreau, South Dakota.
During his 22 years in the American
Legion, Chaplain Gruneich has held
several Kkey positions. In addition to
serving as post commander, he brings
15 years of experience as the South Da-
kota department chaplain to the floor
today.

Reverend Gruneich, I look forward to
continuing to work with you and your
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